| The CASE of Willian Laycack Eſq; one of the Gen- 
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tlemen of His Majeſty's Privy-Chamber in Ordi- 


nary, now a Priſoner in Woodſtreer-Compter, London. 


Humbly Preſented to the Right Honorable the Lords Spiritual and 
ou Temporal in Parliament Afſemoled. 


The Caſe in ſhort u this, viz. : 
\ \ ? Illiam Laycock being (at Chriſtmas in the Year 1689.) in Drink, was unhappily 


drawn in by one Robert Winter, Francis Nelſon and others, to Gaming at Dice, 

chey at firſt enticing him by Farthings, then into Pence, and. at laft getting 
him into Pounds ; they by Circumvention or IllPractices,did or prerended co win of him 
120 /. at the ſame Sitting, which was all upon Credit, (he not having ar that time about 
him any ready Mony wherewith to pay down the abovementioned Summ :) And when 
they had ſo done, they obtained of him Bonds (and Judgment) of the ſeveral Penalties of 
160 1. and 501. conditioned for the Payments of the 1aid 130 /. which ſaid Bonds and 
Judgment are, as Laycock conceives, void by the Statute of the 16 Charles II. Chap. 7. 
Againſt Deceitful, Diſorderly and Exceſſive Gaming: Which Statute hath enacted, That if any 
Perſon or Perſons,ſhall at any time Play at any of the Games (mentioned in the ſaid Stature, and 
this,at or with Dice,js particularly therein exprefled other than with and for ready Mony or ſhall 
Bett on the Sides or Hands of ſuch as do, or ſhall Play thereat, and ſhall loſe any Summ or Summs 
of Mony, or other thing or things, ſo plaid for, exceeding the Summ of One hundred Pounds at any 
one time or meeting upon Ticket or Credit or otherwiſe, and ſhall not pay down the ſame at the time 
when he or they ſhall ſo loſe the ſame, the Party or Parties who loſeth or ſhall loſe the ſaid Momies, 
or other thing or things ſo played or to be played for, above the ſaid Summ of One hundred Pounds, 
ſhall not, in that caſe, be bound or compelled, or compellable to pay or make good the ſame : But the 


Contra&t and Contrats for the ſame, and for every part thereof, and all and ſmgular Fudgments, 


Statutes, Recognizances, Mortgages, Conveyances, Aſſurances, Bonds, Bills, Specialties, Promiſes, 
Covenants, Agreements, and other As, Deeds and Securities whatſoever, which ſhall be obtain'd, 
made, given, acknowledged or entered into for Security or Satisfa&ion of, or for the ſame, or any 
part thereof, ſhall be utterly Void and of none Effec | 

Notwithſtanding which, and that the Statute hath fo ſtrialy provided againſt ſuch 
Securities, the ſaid William Laycock was Arreſted, on the faid Securities, on Chriſtmas-day 
laſt, by order of the ſaid Winter and Nelſon, tor the {aid Mony 1o loſt as aforeſaid, without 
Leave firſt obtain'd of the Right Honorable the Earl of Dorſet, Lord Chamberlain of His 
Majeſty's moſt Honorable Houſehold, which he conceives to be aBreach of Privilege of 
Parliament. Whereupon William Laycock complained to theLord-Chamberlain, who iſſued 
forth his Warrant againſt the ſaid Offenders ; but they (before they could be taken) by 
the Intereſt of ſome Friends, to repreſent Favourably their Caſe to his Lordſhip, obtain'd 
a Superſedeas to his Warrant. 

And Wilkam Laycoch, being by that means detained, was adviſed to Petition the Lords 
Houſe, and to ground his Complaint upon the ſaid Breach of Privilege. 

Whereupon the ſaid Laycock attempted to move the Houſe accordingly 5 but ſome 
Lords, to whom he applied himſelf to make the ſaid Motion, told him, That he ought 
firſt to Addreſs to the Lord-Chamberlain abour ic ; which he did by two Noble Lords of 
this moſt Honorable Houſe, who acquainted him, That the Lord-Chamberlain oppoſed 
his Diſcharge, for that he-had given a Judgment, and a Perſon ought not to be Prote&ted 
againſt a Juſt Debt. 

The King's Servants have been known to be allowed Privilege of Parliament in time of 
Parliament ; for Inſtance the late Caſes of Sir Fames Caldwell Bar. Peter Stepkins Eſq; and 
others who were diſcharged our of Cuſtody by this Houſe, by Privilege as atorefaid. 

If it ſhould be objeted, That the Lord-Chamberlain has Power to ſet him at Liberty, 
if he 1ees cauſe. | 

His Lordſhip may ſend for the Proſecutors into Cuſtody, and detain them till they 
bring a Habeas Corpus which will diſcharge them, bur he has no Power (as is conceived) by 
Law to diſcharge the Sheriff and the Adtons againſt the Priſoner ; 1o that if the Proſe- 


cutors will be Stubborn, the Priſoner may never the ſooner be diſcharged from his Con-. 


ftinement for their Contempt. | 
If it ſhould be further Objected, That Protections ought not to extend to diſcharge 
Perlons out of Cuſtody upon real Actions. 
All Actions are either Feigned or Real ; for Feigned Actions there needs no Protection 
Wherefore it is plain, That Protections are only deſign'd as a Skreen againſt real Actions, 
The ſaid Laycock is in Cuſtody only upon Mean Procgls, anti not in Execution. 
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